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Table AQ 11-4.
The Sacramento River Basin and San Joaquin River Basin Water Quality Control - Definition of Beneficial Uses.
	Beneficial Use
	Definition

	Municipal and Domestic Supply (MUN)

	Uses of water for community, military, or individual water supply systems including, but not limited to, drinking water supply.

	Agricultural Supply (AGR)
	Uses of water for farming, horticulture, or ranching including, but not limited to, irrigation (including leaching of salts), stock watering, or support of vegetation for range grazing.

	Hydropower Generation (POW)
	Uses of water for hydropower generation.

	Water Contact Recreation (REC-1)
	Uses of water for recreational activities involving body contact with water, where ingestion of water is reasonably possible.  These uses include, but are not limited to, swimming, wading, water-skiing, skin and scuba diving, surfing, whitewater activities, fishing, or use of natural hot springs.

	Non-contact Water Recreation (REC-2)
	Uses of water for recreational activities involving proximity to water, but where there is generally no body contact with water, nor any likelihood of ingestion of water.  These uses include, but are not limited to, picnicking, sunbathing, hiking, beachcombing, camping, boating, tidepool and marine life study, hunting, sightseeing, or aesthetic enjoyment in conjunction with the above activities.

	Cold Freshwater Habitat (COLD)

	Uses of water that support cold water ecosystems including, but not limited to, preservation or enhancement of aquatic habitats, vegetation, fish, or wildlife, including invertebrates.

	Spawning, Reproduction and/or Early Development (SPWN)
	Uses of water that support high quality aquatic habitats suitable for reproduction and early development of fish.

	Wildlife Habitat (WILD)

	Uses of water that support terrestrial or wetland ecosystems including, but not limited to, preservation and enhancement of terrestrial habitats or wetlands, vegetation, wildlife (e.g., mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, invertebrates), or wildlife water and food sources.


Source: Table II of The Sacramento River Basin and San Joaquin River Basin Water Quality Control Plan (Basin Plan) for the California Regional Water Quality Control Board –Control Valley Region Fourth Edition revised February 2007.

	Copyright 2008 by Placer County Water Agency
	1
	Table AQ 11-4_DefinitionBenUses.doc



